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What is a Source?
• A source is the item from 

which you get information
• It can be a book, a letter, 

a person, an interview, a 
document, even yourself.

• Evidence comes from the 
information found in the 
source.



What is a citation?
• You use the information 

found in the source to 
support a particular fact or 
assertion and provide 
enough details in order to 
locate the source.



Sources in The Master Genealogist

• In The Master Genealogist 
(TMG) sources are listed in 
the Master Source List.

• At the top of the screen, 
click on Tools, then in the 
drop down list choose 
Master Source List.

• The Master Source List will 
open up.



Tools…Master Source List



Master Source List window



At the top of the window:
• To filter by datasets
• You can choose all 

datasets
• Or choose one of your 

existing datasets 



Next, you can sort by:

• Abbreviation
• Source Number
• Title
• Default Surety



• Abbreviation is a short 
name for your source that 
is meaningful to you and 
helps you locate the item 
in the list.

• Title is the full name of the 
source.



Source Types
• TMG sources are based on 

source types from the book 
“Cite your Sources” by 
Lackey

• Or “Evidence!” by 
Elizabeth Shown Mills



When TMG is first installed
• It is set for the default 

source type of custom 
initialized to the Mills type 
of sources, giving you 
many source types to 
choose from.


